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Dirk Kempthorne
McConnell, Mitch
U.S. Senate

Washington
DC 20510

Writing to express support for ongoing funding for the Cumberland Gap National Park's effort
to purchase Fern Lake, which is near Middlesboro in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and
asks that an additional $2.8 million is provided in the FY07 spending plan for the next phase
of the acquisition project.
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The Honorable Dirk Kempthome
Secretary

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

‘Washington, D.C. 20240-0002

Dear Secretary Kempthorne:

I write to express my support for ongoing funding for the Cumberland Gap National Park’s effort
to purchase Fern Lake, which is near Middlesboro in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

As you may know, Fern Lake is located just southeast of Middlesboro, Kentucky and serves as
the primary water source for the community. The owners of the lake and surrounding watershed
have decided to sell the property, including 150 acres that comprise the lake. More specifically,
Fern Lake is visible from the Pinnacle Overlook, which is a popular visitor attraction at the
Cumberland Gap National Park, and efforts have been made by the National Park Service since
1997 to prevent surface coal mining of the watershed and to protect the watershed and the
viewshed of the lake. This natural resource creates a beautiful vista, and I believe that this
pristine lake would be best protected by the management of the National Park Service.

I sponsored legislation, therefore, in cooperation with Congressman Harold Rogers to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to acquire Fern Lake and the surrounding watershed. Congress
passed our Fern Lake Conservation and Recreation Act on January 22, 2004 (P.L. 108-401). The
Fiscal Year 2005 Interior Appropriations bill included §1 million to support this project, and I
understand that these funds recently were used to protect the first 950 acres of the target

property.
In ac.cordance with Section 113 of P.L. 110-5, T understand that you are working to prepare 2

spending plan for Fiscal Year 2007. Tam told that an additional $2.8 million is necessary for the
next phase of the acquisition project, so I respectfully request that you provide this amount in the

Fiscal Year 2007 spending plan.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. o3 PE: T
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U.S. Senator

MITCH McCONNELL

Room 361-A Phone: (202) 224-2541
Russell Senate Office Building FAX: (202) 224-2499
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