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Dear Secretary Leavitt:

Following the recent passage of H.J. Res. 20, legislation providing continuing appropriations
for the federal government through the end of fiscal year 2007, Office of Management and Budget
Director Rob Portman issued a memorandum providing guidance to Departments and Agencies about
obligating such funds. Director Portman also indicated that while “no oral or written communication .
.. shall supersede statutory criteria, competitive awards, or merit-based decision-making . . . the
Administration welcomes input to make informed decisions.” '

With that in mind, I want to bring to your attention several important and worthwhile projects
in Texas (see attached list) that I strongly support and ask that your Department give consideration to-
funding during the current fiscal year. All of these projects were approved at both the Senate
Appropriations subcommittee and full committee levels and were included in the Senate Report
accompanying S. 3708, the Fiscal Year 2007 Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill, which was approved by the Senate
Appropriations Committee on July 20, 2006.

I appreciate your consideration of these requests. Please contact me or James Christoferson
(202-224-9774) if you would like any additional information.
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Texas Tech University Health Services Center at EI Paso, TX, to establish a
Center for Research and Re-Emerging Infectious Diseases

$900,000 A
A Center for Research in New and Re-Emerging Infectious Diseases on the

United States/Mexico border will be created on the Texas Tech University
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investigations in this globally important area of research. Specific activities will
include basic cell and molecular biological investigations of new and re-
emerging pathogens as well as studies of the emergence of multi-drug resistance
in infectious agents. Funds will be used for equipment purchases.

Roderick Nairn

Texas Tech University Health Services Center at El Paso

4800 Alberta Avenue

El Paso, TX 79905

(806) 743-2905

Vannie E. Cook, Jr. Cancer Foundation, Baylor College of Medicine,
Houston, TX, for pediatric hematology/oncology education, research, and
clinical care in South Texas

HRSA/Facilities

$300,000

Funds will be used to meet the growing cancer prevention, diagnosis, treatment
and educational outreach needs of this border population. Funds will be used for
renovations and equipment purchases.

Dr. Wayne J. Riley

Baylor College of Medicine

One Baylor Plaza

Houston, TX 77030

(713) 798-9188

Texas A&M University Drug and Implantable Device Evaluation Initiative
HRSA/Facilities

$500,000

Funds will be used to perform FDA compliant studies on implantable drugs and
medical devices in large animals within the Michael E. DeBakey Institute at
Texas A&M University. Funds will be used for equipment purchases.

Theresa Fossum

Michael E. DeBakey Institute

Texas A&M University

College Station, TX 77843-4474

(979) 412-3060
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital Neuroscience Center, Houston, TX, for the
Neurovascular Radiology Research Program

HRSA/Facilities

$250,000 -

Funds will be used to expand the Neuroscience Center of Excellence at St.
Luke's which takes a comprehensive approach to research, evaluation, treatment,
and long-range management of patients affected by neurological diseases.

Funds will be used for equipment purchases. *+= RECEIVED ***
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3100 Main Street, Suite 800 (MC 3-206)
Houston, TX 77020-931
(832) 355-7075

Harris County Hospital District, Houston, TX, for the purchase of diabetes
equipment

HRSA/Outreach

$200,000

Funds will be used by the Harris County Hospital District to purchase medical
equipment for fourteen centers within the District to provide comprehensive
diabetes care in a setting that is dedicated to excellence in managing the iliness
in a multiethnic, indigent population. Funds will be used for equipment
purchases.

Mary Schneider

Harris County Hospital District

2525 Holly Hall

Houston, TX 77054

(713) 299-1219

Texas Children's Hospital, Houston, TX, for Project Medical Home
HRSA/Facilities

$250,000

Funds will be used to expand Project Medical Home, a program designed to
provide a “medical home” for Houston-area children and adolescents in
underserved and needy neighborhoods, with an emphasis on preventative care
and education. Funds will be used for renovations to the existing Medical
Home.

Rosie McStay

Texas Children's Health Plan

2450 Holcombe Boulevard, Suite 341

Houston, TX 77021

(832) 828-1301
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University of North Texas, Denton, TX, for the Center for Computational
Epidemiology

Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Educatlon

$500,000

In 2003, the University of North Texas established the Center for Computation
Epldemlology, the nation’s first center to help predict and track the spread of
fast moving, highly contagious diseases. The Center is working to develop
technologies to predict and track where disease will occur, who is most
susceptible, where vaccinations will be most effective, and to predict and track
man-made or naturally transmitted infectious diseases.. Funds will be used for
equipment purchases.

Joseph Oppong

University of North Texas

1500 Chestnut Street

Denton, TX 76203-0979

(940) 565-2181

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX, for bone
disease research

HRSA/Facilities

$500,000

Funds will be used to expand research in bone disease and to examine possible
preventive methods for various bone diseases. Funds will be used for equipment
purchases.

Claire Turney

The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center
1515 Holcombe Boulevard |
Houston, TX 77030 :
(713) 792-8209

Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital, Houston, TX, for facilities
construction, renovation, modernization and equipment and material
upgrades

HRSA/Facilities

$250,000

Funds will be used for facilities construction, renovation, modernization and
equipment and material upgrades to a cancer clinic within the hospital in a
predominantly minority area of Houston. Funds will be used for facilities
construction and renovation.

Tim Schauer |

Memorial Hermann Southwest Hospital
7600 Beechnut

Houston, TX 77074

(713) 448-6717



