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Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 16, 2007

The Honorable Elizabeth Duke
Administrator

US Dept. of Health & Human Services
Health Resources & Services Admin.
5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857-0002

Dear Administrator Duke:

We are writing to strongly encourage you to provide funding for Montana's
health care priorities for Fiscal Year 2007. We are increasingly concerned that
Montana will face serious setbacks in healthcare infrastructure in 2007 without
any Congressional funding instruction to rural health programs under the HRSA in
the Department of Health and Human Services in the recently passed H.J. Res. 20,
the Continuing Appropriations Resolution of 2007.

We are aware of the budget difficulties many agencies will face this vear,
especially with funding levels set for most agencies at the 2006 enacted levels in
the Continuing Resolution. H.J. Res. 20 provides $6.88 billion to the HRSA for
the 2007 Fiscal Year. We cannot emphasize enough the importance of releasing
funds to the following projects for the state of Montana in 2007:

St. Vincent’'s Healthcare for continuing medical education: $750,000

This program will create a unique model for providing accredited continuing
medical education programming to physicians, nurses and pharmacists. These
practitioners are the heart of healthcare in Montana and the region. This medical
education program would capitalize on the telehealth infrastructure at
St. Vincent's Hospital in Billings, MT, to bring together physician members and
establish a medical research presence in the region.

St. Vincent’'s Healthcare construction and renovation: $2.5 million

Due to facility and clinical deficiencies, children in Montana, northern
Wyoming, and South and North Dakota must travel thousands of miles for treatment
of the most severe pediatric surgical and medical cases. This often requires
flying children without a parent to Denver, Salt Lake, Seattle or Minneapolis.

St. vVincent Healthcare will construct a state-of-the-art facility in Billings to
serve the pediatric needs of the entire Northern Rocky Mountain Region.

St. Vincent Healthcare will expand the scope and expertise of pediatric care in
the region so children receive the best, most compassionate care possible in a
more accessible hospital located in Billings. The new facility will offer a level
of clinical expertise that will significantly minimize transports to distant out-
of-state facilities. Funding would also be used to revamp the pediatric intensive
care unit and pediatrics floor.



