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Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 16, 2007

The Honorable Elizabeth Duke
Administrator

US Dept. of Health & Human Services
Health Resources & Services Admin.
5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857-0002

Dear Administrator Duke:

We are writing to strongly encourage you to provide funding for Montana's
health care priorities for Fiscal Year 2007. We are increasingly concerned that
Montana will face serious setbacks in healthcare infrastructure in 2007 without
any Congressional funding instruction to rural health programs under the HRSA in
the Department of Health and Human Services in the recently passed H.J. Res. 20,
the Continuing Appropriations Resolution of 2007.

We are aware of the budget difficulties many agencies will face this vear,
especially with funding levels set for most agencies at the 2006 enacted levels in
the Continuing Resolution. H.J. Res. 20 provides $6.88 billion to the HRSA for
the 2007 Fiscal Year. We cannot emphasize enough the importance of releasing
funds to the following projects for the state of Montana in 2007:

St. Vincent’'s Healthcare for continuing medical education: $750,000

This program will create a unique model for providing accredited continuing
medical education programming to physicians, nurses and pharmacists. These
practitioners are the heart of healthcare in Montana and the region. This medical
education program would capitalize on the telehealth infrastructure at
St. Vincent's Hospital in Billings, MT, to bring together physician members and
establish a medical research presence in the region.

St. Vincent’'s Healthcare construction and renovation: $2.5 million

Due to facility and clinical deficiencies, children in Montana, northern
Wyoming, and South and North Dakota must travel thousands of miles for treatment
of the most severe pediatric surgical and medical cases. This often requires
flying children without a parent to Denver, Salt Lake, Seattle or Minneapolis.

St. vVincent Healthcare will construct a state-of-the-art facility in Billings to
serve the pediatric needs of the entire Northern Rocky Mountain Region.

St. Vincent Healthcare will expand the scope and expertise of pediatric care in
the region so children receive the best, most compassionate care possible in a
more accessible hospital located in Billings. The new facility will offer a level
of clinical expertise that will significantly minimize transports to distant out-
of-state facilities. Funding would also be used to revamp the pediatric intensive
care unit and pediatrics floor.
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Billings Clinic Cancer Center: $1.2 million

There are presently no National Cancer Institute designated Cancer Centers
in the entire 5-state region, which includes Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, and North
and South Dakota. The Billings Clinic Cancer Research Center will be a critical
resource to the region, providing patients with care otherwise only available at
major academic centers in urban areas. Over 4,900 new cancer cases are expected
in Montana during the coming year. These patients now must travel to Denver,
Seattle, Portland, Salt Lake, Omaha or Minneapolis to receive care at an NCT

Cancer Center.

Billings Clinic Diabetes Center: $£250,000

Billings Clinic is creating a Diabetes Center where pediatric and adult
patients from the region will have access to a broad range of physician,
nutrition, education and social services support. Billings Clinic is a leading
community organization, and the largest employer in Billings, Montana.

Benefis Healthcare for information technology demonstration project: $500,000

The North Central Montana Healthcare Alliance, in concert with its partners,
intends to research, plan, purchase and implement an electronic health record in
all nine of the NMHA critical access hospitals. Additionally, the project will
research, plan, purchase and implement a hospital based health information
technology system in four of the critical access hospitals that will be
interoperable with referral centers in Havre, Great Falls and other tertiary
sites. Funding would be used to facilitate the research, planning, purchase,
implementation and support of the health information technology demonstration and
electronic health record. By establishing this network, the overall quality and
safety of health care in the impacted communities will greatly improve.

Rural Health Technology Consortium for rural health info system: $700,000

The Rural Health Technology Consortium is a coalition of not-for-profit
health care organizations with a common goal of creating a new model of care in
rural and frontier areas by using technelogy to improve patient safety, and
improve the delivery of guality health care.

They would use this funding to help transform the delivery of health care in
rural and frontier areas of Montana through technology. The development of this
regional technology infrastructure includes deployment of a Clinical Information
System (CIS) to five sites over the next two years. The integrated CIS includes
an electronic patient medical record that can be shared between multiple
facilities. The implementation of this technology will include the adoption and
support for standards needed to achieve the interoperability among the partner
organizations. This funding will be used for software, licensing, implementation,
and travel and training necessary for implementation of this project.

St. John’s Lutheran Ministries for construction and renovation: $500,000

This project will demonstrate a more cost effective way to serve
institutionalized Medicaid residents as a demonstration project for the Federal
Government, and the industry as a whole.
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Funding will be used to develop a number of cottage homes to house up to
12 seniors each as an alternative to traditional nursing homes. These facilities
will enhance the quality of care to each resident by permanently assigning staff
to each cottage and measuring, in cooperation with Montana State University -
Billings, both resident and staff satisfaction and quality outcomes in the cottage
vs. the institutional nursing home setting. This funding will be used to develop,
construct and train staff for the nursing home cottages. :

Bozeman Deaconess Hospital for electronic medical records system: $250,000

The Bozeman Deaconess Hospital funding will allow them to develop and deploy
an electronic medical record (EMR) system that will be accessible regionally. The
overall technological goal is to ensure that the correct data is available
regardless of where the patient enters the system. By establishing this network,
the overall quality and safety of health care in the impacted communities will
greatly improve. The hospital is in the preliminary stages of planning and
implementing infrastructure toward a system-wide EMR. Funding would be used to
purchase software, technology and training necessary to implement this system.

Powell County Medical Center for equipment: $200,000

Powell County Medical Center serves local residents as well as the general
traveling public using Interstate 90 and U.S. Highway 12, and is poorly equipped
to handle trauma cases. This funding would be used to provide the medical center
and first responders with trauma patient handling equipment, as well as diagnostic
hardware and software to maintain the level of service required.

Shodair Hospital for cancer genetics project: $250,000

The project Cancer Genetics will expand staff and technology of the Montana
Medical Genetics Program in order to provide state-of-the-art genetic analysis of
cancer and cancer counseling to all of Montana's patients and physicians. These
funds would be used to buy equipment and implement cancer genetic programs.

St. Peter’s Hospital for construction and renovation: $500,000

St. Peter's Hospital would use funds for a Facility Expansion Plan which is
critical for St. Peter's to meet the current and future health care needs of
Helena, Montana and surrounding areas. Over 90 percent of St. Peter’s current 99-
bed facility was built 35 years ago. Since that time, medical technology and the
needs of the area have dramatically changed. Utilization of emergency and non-
emergency services at St. Peter’'s is expected to increase a minimum of five
percent annually in the next 10 years because of the increasing number of
uninsured and elderly patients. The expansion project will include the Emergency
Room, their Intensive Care Unit and the Patient Rooms. Funds would be used for
facility upgrades which include construction of an expanded emergency department,
intensive care unit and patient rooms.

St. Patrick’s Heospital for electronic medical records system: $500,000

St. Patrick’s Hospital seeks to establish a telehealth network to provide
local hospitals and rurail physicians access to advanced levels of cardiac care
throughout the region.
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This system will reduce health care and transportation costs for rural
residents, and provide needed support to small struggling rural hospitals. Funds
would be used to purchase an electronic medical record system to integrate patient
records throughout the region, and to enable all health care providers to have

access to patient information.

Beartooth Hospital and Health Center construction and renovation: $500,000

Beartooth Hospital and Health Center has reached the point where a new
facility is required if it is to continue to deliver high-quality core services to
Carbon County. With this $500,000, it will approximately match local funds
already raised that are required for infrastructure construction and initial site
development. Funding would be used for the design, development and construction
of the new hospital and health center facility to be located on an already
purchased tract of 12.86 acres on Highway 212.

Marias Medical Center for equipment: $400,000

Marias Medical Center provides health care to the communities of Toole,
Liberty, Pondera and Glacier County. Its CT scanner is reaching the end of its
useful life of ten years. In order to continue providing service to the
population of North Central Montana, Marias Medical Center requires assistance in
replacing its CT scanner. This funding would provide the assistance needed to

purchase a new CT scanner.

We urge your support of these projects that are so critical to the viability
of our state of Montana. We appreciate your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

ey

Max Baucus / on Tester




