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Anited States. Snate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1804

February 1, 2007

Mr. Stephen Johnson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue

MC 1301-A

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Johnson:

1 am writing to urge the Environmental Protection Agency to provide funding for on-
site technical assistance that aids rural communities in maintaining stable supplies of clean
drinking water. It has come to my attention that under the upcoming Continuing Resolution
for fiscal year 2007, no funding will be specifically directed to on-site technical assistance.
However, the Environmental Programs and Management (EPM) division will have discretion
to allocate their budget as it chooses. On-site technical assistance is a vital service to rural
communities and I ask that the EPM allocate funding for this purpose.

Rural communities frequently lack sufficient resources to understand and comply with
the latest safe drinking water regulations and best practices. Without the on-site technical
assistance that has been effectively and commendably provided in all 50 states by the Rural
Water Association (RWA) and its local affiliates, drinking water standards in rural
communities could suffer, and already-strained rural water providers could be confronted with
significant fines and penalties.

Both Chambers of Congress have recognized the importance of on-site technical
assistance to rural communities. In fiscal year 2006, Congress appropriated $11 million for
such services to rural water communities. The Senate again recognized the importance of
these services by attempting to allocate $11 million to the RWA for fiscal year 2007 in the
Interior Appropriations bill, but unfortunately, the bill was not enacted into law, which has
placed Americans in rural areas in this difficult situation.

I believe it is of utmost importance that on-site technical assistance be provided to
rural communities. I believe that Congress would have addressed this need if the
appropriations process had proceeded under the regular order. I respectfully ask that when



