Yinited States Senatc vyl

WASHINGTON DC 20870

March 6, 2007

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Labor
Frances Perkins Building

200 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Chao:

As the Department of Labor prepares its spending plan for the fiscal year 2007
Continuing Resolution, | urge you to provide $200,000 for the Groden Center Arts and
Business Training Center in Providence, Rhode Island. The project was included in the
Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and Related Agencies
Appropriations bill.

The Groden Center would use the funding for an Arts and Business Training
Center to enhance its Vocational Services Program. The Training Center will provide
skills instruction and job sampling in the arts and training for business positions. The
Vocational Services Program has a significant record of success serving individuals with
autism. Using innovative techniques, the program has trained and placed a number of
people into successful employment by offering assessment and training activities. The
Center currently serves 200 people, but as the number of individuals with autism rises,
the ability to increase job training and employment is critical to providing them more
opportunities.

| greatly appreciate your support of this important Rhode Istand priority. |f you or
your staff has any questions, piease feel free to call me or Kris Sarri of my staff at
(202)224-4642.

Sincerely, -
-4
Jack Reed -

United States Senator )



