KAY BAH.EY HUTCHISON COMM TTEES:
TEXAS APPROPRIATIONS

COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSGPORTATION

Anited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4304 .
3:
March 5, 2007 /a 77

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary

U.S. Department of Labor
200 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Chao:

Following the recent passage of H.J. Res. 20, legislation providing continuing appropriations
for the federal government through the end of fiscal year 2007, Office of Management and Budget
Director Rob Portman issued a memorandum providing guidance to Departments and Agencies about
obligating such funds. Director Portman also indicated that while “no oral or written communication .
. . shall supersede statutory criteria, competitive awards, or merit-based decision-making . . . the
Administration welcomes input to make informed decisions.”

With that in mind, I want to bring to your attention two important and worthwhile projects in
Texas (see attached list) that I strongly support and ask that your Department give consideration to
funding during the current fiscal year. These projects were approved at both the Senate Appropriations
subcommittee and full committee levels and were included in the Senate Report accompanying S.
3708, the Fiscal Year 2007 Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations bill, which was approved by the Senate Appropriations Committee
on July 20, 2006.

I appreciate your consideration of these requests. Please contact me or James Christoferson
(202-224-9774) if you would like any additional information.
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