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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary o
U.S. Department of Labor ~
200 Constitution Avenue, N.W. T
Washington, D.C. 20210 N
Dear Secretary Chao: 5

Now that the Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 Joint Funding Resolution, H.J. Re . 20, has been
signed into law, I strongly urge that you give very careful consideratior. to including

support for the following projects and funding levels in the agency’s fi nding plan to by
submitted to the Committee, pursuant to Title I, Section 113:

*

HOBERT C. 8YRD, WEST VIRGINW, CHARMAN y JD ﬂ f

DANIEL K WOUYE, HAWAII
PATRICK J, LEAHY, VERMONT TED STEVENS, ALASKA

[ would appreciate a follow-up report from you regarding these initia ives, including
level of funding each itern may receive in FY 2007. If you decide to proceed with th
important initiatives, please advise me of the milestone events lcading to their full

implementation.

{

TERAENCE E. SAUVAIN, STAFF DRECTOR
BRUCE GVANS, MINORITY STAFF DMECTOR

E

THAD COCHRAN, MIGBIS=r1

February 20, 20(:7

L

Mine Safety and Health Administration: The Appropriations Cc mmittee has

provided a level of $299,836,000 million (plus an estimated $1.3 million to offset

the cost of government wide pay raises), for the Mine Safety and Health

Administration, $13.3 million above the President's FY 2007 budget request, to
allow the agency to continue its national efforts to hire and train new mine safety

inspectors.

$1.5 million for the National Technology Transfer Center at Waeeling Jesuit

University for the coal slurry impoundment pilot project. Thro.gh this program,

the Center identifics innovative ways to address the safety and stability of currs
and future coal waste impoundments. The program, which has been coordinaty
cooperation with MSHA, has sponsored public workshops and developed an o
line resource to identify/categorize the more than 230 coal img oundments in W
Virginia, to alert residents of emergency situations and related evacuation plan
improve safety, and provide the latest information on alternati-es for more

securely itnpounding coal waste.
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