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@ongress of the Hnited Btates
Washington, BA 20510

April 20, 2007

The Honorable Conrad C. Lautenbacher Jr.

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce :

1401 Constitution Ave., NW

Washington DC 20230

Dear Admiral Lautenbacher:

As you prepare your spending plan for fiscal year 2007 funds, we strongly encourage you
to distribute funding from the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF) so that
the State of Oregon receives its fair share.

Under the Continuing Resolution for FY07, there is no specific Congressional guidance
on how to distribute the PCSRF between state and tribal recipients. We urge you to
provide the State of Oregon with $10 million in PCSRF funding. Thisisa slight increase
to the $6.5 million distributed to the state in FY06, which was a S0 percent reduction in
funding compared to the previous fiscal year.

The distribution of PCSRF funds to Oregon has been a very effective investment of
federal dollars, achieving remarkable results in watersheds throughout Oregon. The
funds are distributed through the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, which provides
grants to local watershed groups and private landowners to restore and protect salmon
habitat. According to NOAA’s 2006 Report to Congress, Oregon provides a 142 percent
match to PCSRF. This more than doubics the match provided by any other PCSRF
recipient.

Oregon is a national leader in cooperative conservation and salmon recovery. The
volunteer efforts supported by PCSRF funds provide a powerful example of how local
Oregon cooperative conservation is a highly effective approach to improve watershed

health and recover salmon species. Significant progress is being made. Nevertheless,
considerable work remains to be done.
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