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Congregs of the Snited States
Sashington, BE 20513

Fcbmary 5, 2007

The Honorable Carlos M. Gutierrez

U.S. Department of Commerce

0!

Herbert Hoover Building, Room 5421
Fourteopth Street and Constitution Averiue, NW

~ Washington, DC 20230
Dear Mr. Sceretary:

As the National Ocesnic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) assemt les its final
working budget for the remsinder of Fiscal Year 2007, we strongly urge you to aflocats $4
millicn to continue the Regional Climate Center (RCC) program, currently opersti: g under the
National Climatic Data Center. This is because, withowt contioned govermment sup sort, the six
existing regional centers will have to cense opssstion. The centers peaform vital da o coflection
and dissemination activities. They also serve the public by providing governmes t generated
climate data to the public. If the centers are to closc, the public wilt lose access 10 th £ important

We arc particelarly concerned this short-term funding gep tireatens the s vival of the
Southemn Regional Climate Cexter (SRCC) Jocared at Lovisiana State Uniivessity ( .SU). This
centex provided extensive operational support to the LSU Humricane Cemter, s well 33 to
Federal/state agencies im the region, before and after Hurricanes Katrina and Rits. The center
also provides vital chimate data, services and research support to many Statc agen sies ss they
cotuduct thelr day-to-day operations. The SRCC is a prime oxample of the meris the RCC
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support it again in tho Fiscal Year 2008 process. However, it is essential thar NO \A provide
bridgo monies o keop the camners open and operating in Fiscal Year 2007. As you krow, NOAA,
is in the process of completing a competitive procurement for this program, which d snonstratea
a Jevel of support by NOAA g well as by Congress. In fact, we understand that due o the
requirements NOAA added, the cost of providing the sexvices by the RCCs will be ¢ 4 million a
year. Also, funding for the Canters was provided in the Fiscal Year 2006 buiget. Our
meomuﬂmmbmmuu&med' i by our contineal funding support over ti ¢ past two
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Climate Centers operating through Fiscal Year 2007,




