Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10
January 17, 2007

Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr.,
Undersecretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
14th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Admiral Lautenbacher:

As you begin to make funding decisions pursuant to the Continuing Appropriations
Resolution for fiscal year 2007, we urge you to allocate funding for the following Michigan
projects in the absence of legislaticn directing funding otherwise. Congress clearly expressed its
intent by prioritizing these important projects in the Senate Commerce, Justice, Science and
Related Agencies Appropriations Committee report from July of 2006.

* Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary: The Senate report provided $1 million to
the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary for permanent Exhibits and Tele-Presence.
These funds will allow for the completion of exhibits for the Sanctuary’s Great Lakes
Maritime Heritage Center. The Heritage Center is a new visitors’ center, and exhibits are
needed to inform visitors about the unique sanctuary. This funding will also allow needed
telecommunication infrastructure improvements for remote submersible shipwreck tele-
presence in conjunction with the Institute for Exploration.

* Gogebic County Radio Warning System: In the Senate report, $80,000 was provided to
Gogebic County for a NOAA radio warning system. This system will provide forecast
and warning services 1o an area that is at risk for severe weather in both summer and
winter. Gogebic County has experienced major floods in the past two years, along with
numerous severe thunderstorms and significant winter storms. The western sections of
the two main east/west highways crossing the Upper Peninsula will be within the
coverage area.

¢ Seven Mile Point: The Senate report recommended $948,000 for the Seven Mile Point
Wetlands and Basaltic Bedrock Lakeshore project in Keweenaw County, which is ranked
#5 in the nation in NOAA's competitively-ranked list of projects. This project will add
120 acres and 2,000 feet of Lake Superior shoreline to the Gratiot River Watershed and
Lake Superior Conservation Area. The project will protect coastal wetland habitat
endangered species, a bedrock nearshore aquatic system, and link the North Woods
Conservancy to the Copper Country State Forest. This project is a partnership of the
North Woods Conservancy, private landowners, and the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.

* Great Lakes Observing System: The Great Lakes Observing system was awared $1.0
million in the Senate report to initate an intensive monitoring program for observing
improvements. The system would develop a modeling and monitoring program,



