. FEB-16-2007 17:31 SEN CHAMBLISS 202 224 7963  P.@2
. sﬁavacwauss ' C L AGRICULTURE
}_/ : | | 67~ pos SSY_ rroxcres

0 YAnited States Senate e s

INTE
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1007 LLIGENCE

RULES

February 16, 2007

The Honorable Carlos Gutierrez

Secretary :
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14™ Street & Constitution Ave., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20230
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Dear Secretary Gutierrez:

I am writing to express my support for the continued funding of the National
Textile Center (NTC), which conducts critical research for the U.S. textile, fiber, and
apparel industries. In Georgia, the textile, fiber, and apparel industry is our largest
manufacturing employer, with an annual payroll of $550 million. I hope this industry
will continue to benefit from the infusion of new ideas and talent that is the basis of the
programs of the NTC.

The NTC has been funded for the past 15 years solely through grants from the
International Trade Administration and the department of Commerce. This funding has
supported a wide variety of basic research projects and education efforts focused on the
competitiveness of the U.S. fiber, textile, and apparel industries. The NTC strengthens
the nation’s research and edtcation efforts by uniting diverse experts and resources from
the leading U.S. textile universities in unique collaborative projects. The goal of NTC
research is to transform the U.S. fiber, textile and apparel sector into a highly flexible
supply chain, capable of responding to rapidly changing market demands through the
introduction of new and innovative technologies and processes.

Ibelieve the NTC is a vital component of the U.S. industry’s ongoing effort to
remain globally competitive. I ask that you continue to fund this program for the
remainder of fiscal year 2007. Thank you for your consideration and for all of your
support for the U.S. fiber, textile, and appare] industries. Please do not hesitate contact -
me if I may ever be of assistance to you.

ry truly yours,
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